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Since 2009, the Mission of the Preston Bradley
Center is to ensure the well-being of this historic
building, to provide refuge and service to the poor,
and to be a resource to the community in Uptown.

2

Preston Bradley Center Report 2014-15

A Foundation for the Future
Founding Vision
Dr. Preston Bradley was a forward-thinking prophet
of his time, a renowned civic leader, whose open-hearted,
progressive values still inform the vision of the
organization named after him. In sharing its space with
nonprofit service and arts groups, the Preston Bradley
Center affirms its commitment to:
 Welcoming all, regardless of religion, race, sexuality, or
class;
 Developing knowledge, awareness and understanding;
 Defying forces of oppression, hatred and fear;
 Encouraging action to better the world, and reflection
on how our actions affect the lives of others.

for the building to be included.
And in 2014 we recovered valuable tapes of Preston
Bradley s and other sermons, turning them over to
Meadville/ Lombard Theological School for preservation
and digitization, where they will be available for free
online access to the public.

Dr. Bradley, through his radio broadcasts and writings,
reached millions of people with his down-to-earth
message of love and acceptance, from the exalted towers
of politics and commerce to the man on the street.

Stewardship

Four pillars uphold these values, with the Preston Bradley
Center striving to:

Be a welcoming home for the arts.

Be a resource for the community.

Be a space for spiritual exploration.

Preserve and uphold the legacy of Dr. Bradley.

In 2014 PBC began to reestablish the organization on a
sounder financial footing, via program grants and
increased short-term rentals.
2 Li l Fishes grants for 2014 and 15 came from Roger
Aurelio, Countryside Church Unitarian Universalist, the
Ron Bernardi Trust, the Hummel Foundation, the Greater
Chicago Food Depository, and the Center for Student
Missions, among others.

Preservation and Legacy

In 2015 the Chicago Community Trust provided a grant for
an inter-cultural project organized by the Haitian American
Museum of Chicago and Crossing Borders Music, which
will include film, dance, classical music, and paintings by
both American and Haitian artists.

The nonprofit Preston Bradley Center

(PBC)
was formed in 1987 as steward of this landmark building
built by Dr. Bradley. Since 1926 the building has been a
cornerstone of the Uptown and Chicagoland communities.
As the neighborhood has changed over the years, PBC has
adapted the building use with the changing landscape.
Looking toward its 90th year, the Preston Bradley Center
continues to build its identity as a Center for arts and
culture, spirituality and community.

We gained a new space-sharing partner, and began
advertising our large meeting spaces for short-term use by
arts groups and non-profits.
Late in 2014 Jean Darling became interim Executive
Director, and we focused on preparing the spaces for
more use and making the building more appealing from
curbside. We added 300 seats to the Auditorium capacity
by repairing and reorganizing seats in the 3rd floor balcony.

It stands also as a beautiful landmark – not as a monument
to the past, but a vibrant structure enfolding in its many
floors living music, art, and services to the community.
Even as we strive to embody a living community of people
- in all our diverse activity – we also work to preserve the
history and the physical structure that houses it. In 2015
we testified at several hearings before the city Landmarks
Commission regarding the Uptown Historic District, and
that Commission has requested Peoples Church approval

We continue to seek new and diverse funding sources to
meet our budget and secure our financial stability.

Welcoming the Arts
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The 2 Li'l Fishes Development Committee, comprising staff
and community members, raises all funds needed for its
operations.

Preston Bradley Center boasts two signature programs,
the Uptown Arts Center and 2 Li’l Fishes.

In 2014 and 2015, 2 Li'l Fishes:
 Served over 24,000 meals each year.
 Raised over $80,000 a year in support of the program.
 Provided important ancillary services to those
needing a hand, including health care screening and
assistance with applying for insurance through the
Affordable Care Act.

The Uptown Arts Center, directed by artist
and curator Colette Wright Adams, includes the 4th floor
Gallery and shared studio spaces for a dozen
neighborhood artists. Their artworks, on a rotating basis,
also set off the main floor foyer for six to eight weeks.
The program holds a quarterly poetry reading series as
well as visiting artist shows in the Gallery.

Space Rental

Madonna by resident artist Lowell Thompson

Part of keeping this building open and keeping its legacy
alive means sharing the costs of keeping the lights on.
As many other urban churches today have done, Preston
Bradley Center has in recent years been able to offer
wonderful space to the public for short term use as
banquet hall, meeting room, or performance space.
We ve been a polling place, and hosted special religious
services for other congregations, conferences for
educators and for veterans, Aldermanic debates, musical
events, dance and theatrical performances, and many
other kinds of events, all of which benefit the community
we take part in.
Our available spaces for short-term rental are described
online at http://chicago.spacefinder.org/spaces.

Serving the Community
2 Li’l Fishes, our free lunch program, provides hot,
nutritious meals to people of the neighborhood six days a
week, year-round. By not only feeding people good food,
but treating them with dignity and respect, the program
strives to Restore hope one plate at a time. In addition,
it offers such concrete help as free blood pressure and
diabetes
screenings
and
assistance signing
up
for
health
insurance,
or
regaining
lost
identification.

The Cambrians Dance Company in Mason Hall, 2015.
Uptown Arts Center opening reception, 2015

A few of the high school youth who volunteer for 2 Li’l Fishes on a regular basis.
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Space-Sharing Partners
A number of long-term space-sharing partners also call
PBC home including:


Christ Pentecostal International Church



Lakeside Pride Symphonic Band





Missio Dei Uptown Church
Narcotics Anonymous Uptown meeting
North Side Housing and Supportive Services’ Men’s
Interim Housing Program

Our partners play an important role in continuing to
maintain the vibrancy of PBC in the community.
Young pianist with the Metamorphosis Youth Orchestra,
August 2015.

Maintenance/Restoration

Highlights, 2014-2015

A building of this size and age requires a great deal of ongoing maintenance and upgrading.

 Chicago Architecture Foundation Open House
Chicago tours, October 2014.
 "Women in Music" Lakeside Pride Symphonic Band
concert hosted by Orange Is the New Black star
Lea DeLaria, November 2014.
 "The Tarot Show," Group Format in Residency, and
other 2014 exhibitions at the Uptown Arts Center.
 Renée Baker's Chicago Modern Orchestra Project,
May 2014.
 46th Ward Aldermanic Forum, hosted by the League
of Women Voters, March, 2015.
 Metamorphosis Youth Orchestra, August 2015.
 Spoil Me Hair Salon fashion show, October 2015.
 Mishkan Chicago Synagogue Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur services, 2014-15.
 Vox 3 Carmina Burana choral performance, April
2015.
 Uptown Arts Center 2015 exhibitions: The Good, the
True, the Beautiful, Mysteries and Loves, Lowell
Thompson s Down in Uptown, and others.
 Lagoons Sessions poetry reading series in the Arts
Center.
 Book tour appearance with Gloria Steinem and
Roxane Gay, hosted by Women and Children First
bookstore, October 2015.

We have benefitted from the knowledge and dedication of
building engineer Ken Otto, and many long-time vendors.
Board and advisory board members continue to share
their expertise in organization, architecture and historic
preservation.
PBC received grants from Com Ed, the Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation, and the Greater Chicago Food
Depository for various utility upgrades; and applied for
and is receiving the Chicago water nonprofit exemption.
We refurbished spaces on the 4th and 2nd floors that had
been used for storage, which are now used for office
space and classrooms.

The Future
The neighborhood is changing. Many social service
agencies here since the 1970s have closed or moved. The
talk has shifted towards cultural redevelopment of
neighborhoods with arts, music and exhibitions.
This neighborhoodfocused view fits
with our conception
of
the
Preston
Bradley Center as a
home for arts and
culture, spirituality
and
community.
The Peoples Church,
as PBC s owner,
remains a central
part of its identity.

Spiritual Exploration
In keeping with Dr. Bradley s open-minded approach to
faith, Peoples Church shares its building with two other
religious institutions, as space-sharing partners on the
fourth and fifth floors of the building.

Lakeside Pride Jazz
band performs at the
Center on Halsted.
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namesakes, including Preston Bradley Hall in the
Chicago Cultural Center.
The Peoples Church, still in residence today, was
born in the midst of theological and social
controversy and has been a progressive religious
force throughout its existence.
It was founded in 1880 by the influential liberal
Chicago minister, Rev. Hiram Washington
Thomas, who helped create the first Parliament
of the World’s Religions and was active in an
ecumenical peace group.

and Dr. Preston Bradley

…a brief recap

In 1912 the church began another period of
vibrant growth under the pastoral leadership of
the Rev. Dr. Preston Bradley. Under his
leadership, which lasted for more than five
decades, the congregation built a permanent
home on Lawrence Avenue.

An Uptown Landmark, Preston Bradley Center
on Lawrence Avenue is a community building
that encompasses the arts, music, spirituality
and compassion.
Built in 1925, this remarkable building was the
home of one of the nation’s leading pastoral
orators, Rev. Dr. Preston Bradley. The Center
was the home of his beloved ministry, The
Peoples Church of Chicago. Dr. Bradley was a
behind-the-scenes Chicago mover and shaker,
with an international
reputation, whose close
friends and associates
were a veritable who’s
who of Chicago history
– Jane Addams, Carl
Sandberg, and John
Altgeld, among others.

The congregation under both Reverends met in a
variety of entertainment venues including the
Viking Temple on Sheffield Avenue, Arcola Hall
on Clark Street, the Wilson Avenue Theatre. In
1918 it moved to the Pantheon Theatre, a motion
picture house located on Sheridan Avenue. All
the buildings have since been torn down.
Constructed in 1925, the building now known as
the Preston Bradley Center is a contemporary of
both the nearby Uptown Theatre and Aragon
Ballroom, and is a contributing building to the
Uptown Square Historic District Federal
designation.

Bradley, born in Michigan, served in both
Presbyterian and Congregational churches prior
to attending Chicago’s Moody Bible Institute.
There, he became disillusioned with Christian
fundamentalism and adopted what he called
Christian Unitarianism, a type of liberal religious
humanism. He had a falling out with the
Presbyterian Church over his view that
unbaptized babies could not possibly be going to
hell, and left the denomination.

The new structure was called the Uptown
Temple to emphasize its relationship to that
vast and teeming area of Chicago known as
Uptown. Edgewater architect J.E.O. Pridmore
was selected to design the temple. Pridmore’s
notable works include the Vic, Clark, and
Nortown theatres and the strikingly beautiful
Manor House at Bryn Mawr and Kenmore.
The temple he created for the Peoples Church
has, as Bradley put it, none of the architectural
trappings of bygone ecclesiastical attitudes.
There is no tower, no medieval chancels and
naves. Instead, the sanctuary was an open
room, airy, warm, inviting fellowship and the
breezes of fresh ideas.

Bradley was a well-known civic figure in Chicago
with a radio ministry whose broadcast reached
several million listeners for decades beginning in
1924 over WQJ, WLS and several other stations.
Today Dr. Bradley is largely forgotten outside of
Chicago and lives on mainly through his
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maintaining its ties to the Unitarian Universalist
Association.

Originally above the choir were written in gold
the words of William Ellery Channing, Live a life

Today the congregation, though small, is very
active in the community and as the guardians of
this magnificent building.
The Peoples Church established the Preston
Bradley Center as an independent nonprofit
organization in 1987. Under the executive
director, PBC oversees and manages the daily
operations of the building. PBC continues its
mission to evolve into a community cultural and
spirituality facility.
The Uptown Arts Center’s gallery and studio
space are housed on the 4th floor. Lakeside Pride
Music Ensembles, Chicago’s LGBT instrumental
ensemble, practices and presents concerts in the
Auditorium. Fourth floor Mason Hall is leased to
theater groups for auditions, rehearsals and
performances by several organizations. Caring
for those less fortunate, North Side Housing
operates a men’s transitional housing program in
Anderson Hall on the lower level. The 2 Li’l Fishes
meals program also serves lunch there six days a
week to 80-120 people in need, and assists the
Peoples Church in its Labor Day Picnic and
Christmas Dinner for the homeless that each
serve several hundred people.

of faith and hope. Believe in the mighty power of
truth and love. In 1959, a mural by the artist
Louis Grell was painted above this quote, an
allegorical Christ greeting the crowds, dressed in
20th century rural garb.
In his 1962 book Along the Way, Dr. Bradley
wrote, Our church has always been an inclusive
and not an exclusive church. From the beginning
the people of every race, creed, and color have
been invited. We never had the problems which
have arisen so recently in the matter of
segregation or integration. Long before any of
the organizations now working diligently on
these matters had been organized our church
was open as the sky. Those beliefs hold true
today.
At its peak, Bradley’s congregation had over
4,000 members, with thousands more radio
listeners.
As is often the case in cities, urban flight caused
membership to decrease dramatically. At one
point the Peoples Church very nearly had to close
its doors. Instead, it became affiliated with the
United Church of Christ in 1984 while still
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2014 Donors
Angel – $1,000 or more

Friend - $49 and under

Anonymous (2)
Roger Aurelio, Sr., energy fund and 2 Li'l Fishes
Ronald J. Bernardi Trust
Center for Student Missions
Countryside Church UU
Divine Word Missionaries
Un & Michael Fish
Robert Ford
The Frederick & Ida Hummel Foundation
Second Unitarian Church
Virginia Tolk

Anonymous (2)
Elaine Erickson
Andrew Favreau
John & Alexandra Gillies
Karen Karcher
Peg Kuhl, in memory of Dennis Newton
P.A. & Thomas Lake
Brooke Ledford
Anthony & Margery Longo
Candy McKern, in memory of Dennis Newton
Dayle Roberts
Laura Sapp, in memory of Dennis Newton
Edith Scott

Sustainer - $100-$999

In-Kind Support for 2 Li'l Fishes

Christ Pentecostal International Church
Eugene F. Horcher, in memory of Dennis
Newton
Join the Impact Chicago
Carl & Suzanne Lantz
Kathy Miller, in memory of Dennis Newton
Patricia Nakai
Rita Simo & Tomas G. Bissonnette
Angela Spinazzè
James Struthers (Robert R. McCormick
Foundation)

Center for Student Missions – volunteers
CountyCare, Medicare – weekly signup
Divine Word Missionaries – weekly donation
of side dish, dessert
Illinois.gov, Affordable Care Act – weekly signup
JustEmbrace – monthly Sole Care foot clinic
and birthday party
Masonic Temple #9 of Chicago – clothing
drive, food, meals
Tzu Chi Foundation – 2nd & 4th Saturday
meals: bringing food, cooking and serving

Supporter – $50-$99
Veronica Coleman
Joel Derstine
Eric & Gloria Matlin
Thomas Weiss, in honor of Sam Williamson
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Supporter – $50-$99
Colette Adams
Jean Darling
Patrick C. Erwin
Craig Foley & Negdet Unluata
Marc Kaplan
Randall Doubet King
Midland National
K. R. Perlow
Dick Simpson
Marie White
Brenda Kay Zylstra

2015 Donors
Angel – $1,000 or more
Anonymous (3)
Roger Aurelio
Ronald J. Bernardi Trust
Countryside Church UU
Un and Michael Fish
June and Kate Friedlob
Greater Chicago Food Depository
The Frederick & Ida Hummel Foundation
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation
Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit
James Struthers (and Robert R. McCormick
Foundation matching grant)
Virginia Tolk
Kathryn L. Wise

Friend - $49 and under
Anonymous (2)
Karen Allen
Teresa Edlin
Melanie Eckner
Julieanne Ehre
Chris Fish
Michael Fish, dedicated to Ben Fish
Susan Harlow
Barbara Harrison, dedicated to Jean Darling
Grace & Larry Itter
Dennis Jennings
Michael King
Hannah li-Epstein
Aubrey Lutz
Kimberley Proehl
Anne Rooney
Steven Serikaku
Patrick Thompson
Judy Thornber
Elizabeth Tollefson
Craig Trompeter
Carol Weidel
Dorothy Werner

Sustainer - $100-$999
Anonymous (2)
Center for Student Missions
Craig Foley
Elizabeth Harding
Susan Harlow
Eugene F. Horcher
Karen C. Karcher
James B King V
Carl Lantz
Shawn Marsh
Sarah Marshall
Kathy Miller
Mishkan Chicago
Patricia Nakai
Ryne Poelker
Margaret Shaklee
Richard Schieler
Second Unitarian Church
Judith Siegfried, dedicated to Rev. Jean Darling
and the memory of Robert Siegfried
Rita Simo & Tomas G. Bissonnette
Angela Spinazzè

In-Kind Support for 2 Li'l Fishes
Center for Student Missions – volunteers
Civic Education Project – volunteers
CountyCare, Medicare – weekly signup
DePaul University - volunteers
Latin School, Chicago – h.s. student volunteers
Loyola University - volunteers
Illinois.gov, Affordable Care Act – weekly signup
JustEmbrace – monthly Sole Care foot clinic
Masonic Temple #9 of Chicago – clothing drive,
food, meals
Tzu Chi Foundation – 2nd & 4th Saturday meals:
bringing food, cooking and serving

10

11

Extra stuff not included…
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941 W. Lawrence Avenue
PO Box 408319
Chicago, IL 60640-8319
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